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Abstract

The objectives of the study were : to study and gattrer knowledge
and experiences of elderly people in each area to form up a data base of
experiences, to study needs and opinions ofelderly peopb and rrelated people
towards a guideline for making full use of know}edge and experierrces of
elderly people for developingcommunity, and to synthesize all data obtained
to propose a guideline for making full use of knowledge and"experierrces of
elderly people for developing community.

The samples composed of 600elderly people who had experiences
in different areas and another 600 genlral eldedy people, 360care takers of
the elderly who had experienoes, t20 personnel of relaed agencies, 360
personnel of local organizations and community committee rnembers, and
480 people who lived in the sarne commr-rnities with the eldedy. Tlre total
samples was 2,520 people. Questionnaires and the interview forms were used
for data collection. Quantitative data wene analysedby frequenc;y, percentage
and means. Qualitative data were analysed by cor*ents analysis.

The main findings u,,ere : t) This study ga&ered knowl@e and
experiences of s8z elderly people and then they were organieed into the form
of adata base in gcategories ofexperiences. z1 Theelderly and all involved
people had the same idea that knowledge and experiences ofelderly people
rryere valuable resources which should be ransferred to people. 3) Transfening
of knowledge and experiences of the elderly people should be made available
in every community. It may be organized in form of I-earning Resources or
karning Centres with several kinds ofpractical activities. Peopleparticipation
should be encouraged. Knowledge andexperiences of the elderly should also
be put and disseminated in form of rrarious mediafor informal education.
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Distance edueation for unskilled youth wcrkers in Thailand
Sumalee Sungsri

School oJ Eduratisrtal StuCies,
Sukltorhai Tharutnmthirat O pen Unive rsity, Tlzailand

INTRODUCTION: THE PROBLEM

In Thailand, formal education has ben provided for the general population for a
long tirne. However, particularly in highereducation, only aportion of the population
reaps benefi"ts &om such education. A number of school age children, eryecially
those in rural areas, have to drop out fromthe educational sys&em at a rclatively early
6tage - a large number of them asearly as thecompletion of primaryedtrcation ,{€rade
6) Although theThaigovernment hascontinually tried to solve this problem by pro-
viding the so- called ' early secondary schools' to these underprivileged children in
many rural areas, the prob&em still remains to alarye degree.

It is quite common to see rural children finish early secondary education in their
hone towns only to find this is the end of theireducation experierrce. In general,
most families find that they are not financially able to send their children to schools
at a higher level that is available mostly in big cities. After leaving school, most of
these yourrgsters rnentioned above would migratc to big cities or industrial ar€as to
look for jobs. Unfortunately, most of them {ind that they cannot get decent jobs due
to ttpir limited edrrcation or lack of prrctical vocational skills. [n short, they often
have to accept lowly paid jobs. Furthermore, staying in big cities generally rneans
problems of great magnitude for these newcorrcrs, in areassuch as findingsuitable
accommodation, facing a high oost of living, and adapting to the new environnrent-

Based on thestatistics provi&d by the Research Institute for National Developnent
(1993), it is clear that the number of these unskilled workers is increased year after
year. For exampl,e, in 1988, out of the total of eg.g million Thai workers, about 25

million had only primary edrrcation background. In t 99l , out of the total of 3 I .z million
workers,25.5 million were found to harre only primaryedrcation background. Based
on this picture, it can be reen that approximately 80?o of the Thai workers had only
primary education background.

The above scenario indicates that tlrere is a serious pro'blem for dre government to
tackle as ttrese workers are the majority of the general population. One alternative to
help solve thisproblem is toprovide ttrem with more education. If dris younglabour
forcecan gain more basic and vocationaleducation or skill training, they will surely
do better in the labour markets. With bemeredtrcation and improvedskills, they are
likely to be able to get better jobs and earn more incone. Their quality of life will
improv€ together with &creasing problems sunounding their day - to - day living.
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A.POSSTBLE SOLUT,ION : DISTANCE LEARNING

It appears it is possible for these youth workers to obdain additi,onal knowledge and
vocational skills by providing them with a special sortof edrrcation. The traditional
school system has regulations which prohibit them from returning to school.
Moreover, because of their job and familyre;ponsibilities, they can hardly afford to
attend sctrool on a &lll-tine basis" As such, it is necessary for the governrnent to
come up with ano*rer educ.ational system that is more flexible than the traditional
one. For example, various kinds of media should be used to convey lessons to the
str*dents. Irarners musrbe able to study onfieir own udrerener they are and in ttrcir
owntirne. Ttrey shor*{dbe ableto shrdy athome or while at work insteadof in the
'conventional classrooms. P.resumably they must be free to.c*toose lwhatever
subjects that *rey want to learn. The flexible,educational system mentioned here
may be referred to as a ' distanceEducation system' . Through &is educational
set - up youth workers may gain additional knowledge and skills while holding
full -timejobs.

PRELIMINARY STUDY

In order tocome up with a suitable approach for teaching knowtedge and skills to
these youth workers, the author conducted a study in 1993 to'identifj. needs and
problems associated with learning in *ris particularenvironrnent. Essentially, this
study was intended to be used.for gathering n€csssary irrformatiuon Eo tlat an
appropriate set - up and strategies for discance edrrcation could be proposed" The
sfudy was carried outin three industrial provirroes around thecapital city, Bangkok
. Thesamples consisted of three groups: 600 youth workers from twelve factori,es

situated in the three provinces ; 30 administrators of the twelve factories ; and +S

employees of corrcerned governrnent agencies responsibl,e for providing knowledge
and vocational skills to out-of- sclrool peopl,e:Questionaaires \rrcre tent to tlre
young worlcers. Factory administrators and personnel from corrcenred agencies

were also interviewed as part of this research study. Peroentages" rpans, rank of
order and contents study ner:eemployed'fordata analysis.

MAIN FINDINGS
Basic infornration on the unskilled yot$h wmkers

-Approxirnately *?o of the youth workers finistled primary education or early
'socondary edtrcation; 38% finished upper *econdary education. 75% wete found to
be singles. 6vo of them were between 20-25 years of age; 3LVo were betwen a0-40

frears old. Tbefu average irrcome was about 3,000 - 5,000baht.pe,r month. Most of
ttrcm (6070) rented someikind of housing whilst 14% stayed at their wod< places. t27o

lirrcd in their own homes. Aboatesn of ttrem were in'dre.central part of thecountry,
30%'came from the l.{ortheast. lgVo weta frorn the North, and 3vo caIIE ftom t}p
South. The data furttrer showed that most.of trem d807o) had been urcrt<ing in tlrc
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factori,es for about 3'5 yeam. In regard to their posifiOns, abcut 75?a of them were

ordinary workers,0t"..*t *"r" groirp leaders. For working hours, it rvas found that

T9?o of rhem **teci O*tlt1g the iuy ti*" while lTVo wa*ed both daytinre ana !1$e
evening. Most of th€r" *oikt , {9ato)hadonly one day a weekoff as theii holiday'

79Va hadsome free time in the evening whili about 5Yahad some free tirre in the

af&rnoon of each *o* Auy. For theiiactivities during their holidul:' th" study

revealed thatSgrorested at horne whiie 22ck teadbooks, and ttle remaining lTva did

tlreir housewott"

Opporturities to upgrade knowledge

.{pproxima tely 777oOf fte unskill,ed youth workers did not have an opportunify to

.fi,rr*rer rheir knowhdge. ,OnIy a few ofthem did upgra& tteir knowledge by studying

ontheir own or attending evening school.The probtrerns found tere were:

1 the.{actory-a&ninistrators did not allow ttrem to study wtrile on duty;

2 their working hours w€re not flexible enough; and

3 they simply had too many rerpousib.ilifps which prewnted them frorn

attending eveoing classes.

Nesds to upgrade knowledge and skills

Most of the unskilled ),outh workers {97Va) want to gain rnore knowtredge and

vocarional skills.lv{oreover, th! factory administra*ore gave asimilar view; 94?o of
them agreed that it was very nAessary for the unskilled youth workers to obtain
more knowledge and skills. Youth worktrs indica*ed that wou{d like to gain
both basic.edrrcation at ahigher kvel and vocational'education

GUIDELINS FOR PROVIDING DISTANCE ED{'CArION
Suggestions were mad€ as follows:

*'ield of study

Most of the unskill€d youth workers wanted to fmher dreiredteation both in basic

and vocationaleducation. Vocational knowledge rffided was in anaas of electicity,
electronicscolnputerscience, mechanics, rccotlnting, andbusiness administration.

ksonnel fromcorrcvrned agercbs indicated thxtbe{abow ma&t r*eeded people

who,were&nowledgeable and *ilfuI in areas of,e.kctr,iuiry,decronics, mer*ranics,

air -conditioning, and industrial work"

Curriculum and codents

All thr,ee grrougx of &re sarry*es generally agreed that erch subject s*rouldcorrer both
theory and practiee. The learning prffis should proyi4e adcquate knorvtedge ard
skills that v,rere in line wi-rtr4abour market demands.
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